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Dr. Herman N. Elsen 
Department of Internal I4edIclna 
Washington Unlverslty School of Fiedicine 
600 South Kfngshlghway 
St. Louis 10, Hlssouri 

Dear Herman: 

Congratulations and commiserattons on your new job - anyhow, lots of luck. 

I don’t have many useful thoughts for yeu for the staffing of the department 
that you WI 11 not have already thought of before, It Is very hard to disentangle 
the question of deslrabfllty and avsFlabllFty and probably only you would have 
the necessary Judgement as to how successfully you might push for people who are 
already very well establlshed elsewhere. If you are looklng at the Rockafel ler 
Institute, why den’t you think ef Hotchkfss together with Zlnder, which would be 
a more likely combination in many ways than efther of them separately. At any 
rate, as you did ask about Zlnder, I would have to say that my first reaction Is 
that he would be rather unlikely to want to move from New York, at least possibly 
no more now than he was a couple of years ago when he was offered another 
position at Washlngton Universtty, ln Barry Ccanaone r’s group. Barry must have 
all the dope on him that yeu mfght want to look at. Zlnder’s recent work is 
almost all In virology and you should have no trouble finding Ft. 

If you are gofng to pay seme sarvice to th8 medical orlentatlon of your 
department, you might want to give some thought to Guy Heynell who has as well 
tFxxqhtrOut and constructive an approach to the dynamfcs of Fnfactlon as anyone 
I knw. He has been very much under Bruce Stocker’s Influence, having taught 
with h1m at the London School of Hygiene, and at the present time 1s either at 
tM Westminister Hospital Fiedlcal School or at the Llster Institute with Bruce. 
You will flnd some of his recent work In the Journal of General Hlcrobiolosy 
Dne of Heynell’s strong assets Is hls wife. Elfnor. who Is 11kewFse a very &met 
and talented girl and 1s dotng some very g&d work-on the s~cFf1cFty of m 
flagellar-specific bacterlsphages in Salmenella. Like Guy, she has also taught 
at the London School. At the very least, you mtght want to ponder the posslbllity 
of making a strong offar to th Hsynells to coma over as a vlsltlng professor and 
associate on a one or two year basis - a proposal I rather think they would accept 
as they are keen to come over here for at least a while - which would glve all of 
you a chance to see how this would work on the long term. The two of them 
togetbr make a very good teaching as !*ll as research team. 

I am sure you are gotng to want to build the departmant In other directions 
besldes these fairly traditional ones of srnphasls on infectious diseases but I 
CI~R afraid I just do not have any gery strong naninations to make to you that are 
coupled with probable avaFlabIl1ty. 

Wlth best wishes, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of Genet I cs 


